Chapter 1: Introduction to
Alexander the Accursed

Section 1: Overview of Alexander's Conquests

Alexander the Great, often celebrated in Western history as one of the greatest military minds,
embarked on a series of conquests that reshaped the ancient world. Born in 356 BCE in the
kingdom of Macedon, Alexander ascended to the throne at the age of 20 after the assassination
of his father, King Philip Il. From the outset, his ambition knew no bounds. His vision was to
expand Greek influence across Asia and beyond, creating an empire that spanned continents
and cultures.

In 334 BCE, Alexander launched his first major campaign against the Persian Empire, ruled by
Darius lll. This campaign was not merely a military endeavor but a mission imbued with the
desire to spread Hellenistic culture and knowledge. The Battle of Granicus marked his first
significant victory. This victory was followed by pivotal triumphs at Issus in 333 BCE and
Gaugamela in 331 BCE. These battles were instrumental in securing Alexander’s dominance
over the Persian territories. Eventually, they culminated in the fall of Persepolis, the symbolic
and administrative heart of the Achaemenid Empire.

Alexander's military prowess was complemented by his strategic alliances and diplomatic
maneuvers, which enabled him to consolidate power across diverse cultures and regions. He
adopted elements of Persian dress and customs, married Persian nobility, and encouraged his
soldiers to do the same. These actions were part of his broader strategy to merge Greek and
Persian cultures, though they often met with resistance from both sides.

His conquests extended beyond Persia, encompassing Egypt, Central Asia, and parts of the
Indian subcontinent. Each new territory brought Alexander into contact with diverse peoples,
religions, and philosophies, profoundly influencing his worldview and ambitions. However, while
these encounters enriched Alexander’s understanding and policies, they also brought significant
upheaval and destruction to the indigenous cultures.

Persian Perspective

Before Alexander's invasion, the Persian Empire stood as a bastion of cultural and religious
diversity. Stretching from Anatolia to the Indus River, the empire under the Achaemenid dynasty
boasted advanced infrastructure, monumental architecture, and a rich tapestry of customs and
beliefs. The Persians were known for their tolerance of different cultures and religions within



their vast empire. They allowed the people they conquered to maintain their own customs and
beliefs, which helped to maintain stability and peace within their borders.

Central to Persian identity was Zoroastrianism, a monotheistic religion founded by the prophet
Zoroaster (Zarathustra) around the 6th century BCE. Zoroastrianism emphasized the worship of
Ahura Mazda, the Wise Lord, and adherence to moral principles centered on the eternal
struggle between good (Ahura Mazda) and evil (Angra Mainyu). The religion promoted the idea
of free will, encouraging individuals to choose righteousness and truth (asha) over deceit and
chaos (druj).

Zoroastrian priests, known as Magi, played a crucial role in the preservation and transmission of
religious teachings. They were respected advisors in the royal court, guiding both royal
ceremonies and daily rituals. The Magi were seen as custodians of wisdom, astronomy,
medicine, and philosophy, which they imparted through oral and written traditions.

Alexander's Impact on Persian Culture and Zoroastrianism

Alexander's conquests marked a profound turning point in Persian history. The sacking of
Persepolis in 330 BCE symbolized the dismantling of the Achaemenid Empire's political and
cultural institutions. The destruction of royal palaces, libraries, and temples was a deliberate act
to assert Greek dominance and erase traces of Persian identity. This event was not only a
physical destruction but also a psychological blow to the Persian people, stripping them of their
cultural and religious heart.

In his quest for hegemony, Alexander encountered Persian intellectuals, including Zoroastrian
priests and scholars, whose insights into philosophy, astronomy, and medicine influenced his
own intellectual development. However, Alexander's actions also sparked resentment and
resistance among Persians, who viewed his conquests as a threat to their cultural heritage and
religious traditions.

Despite his attempts to integrate Persian customs and administration into his empire,
Alexander’s policies often led to friction. His soldiers resented adopting foreign customs, and
many Persians were resistant to Greek domination. The introduction of Greek administrative
practices and language was seen as an erosion of their traditional ways. The suppression of
local revolts further deepened the divide between the conqueror and the conquered.

Setting the Stage for the Book

The events surrounding Alexander's conquests reverberate through history, shaping subsequent
civilizations and the course of world religions. This chapter sets the stage for exploring the
enduring legacy of Alexander's interactions with Persian culture and Zoroastrianism, examining
how these encounters continue to resonate in contemporary interpretations and historical
narratives.




Section 2: Alexander's Early Life and Influences

To understand Alexander's impact on the Persian Empire and Zoroastrianism, we must first
delve into his early life and the influences that shaped him. Born to King Philip 1l of Macedon
and Queen Olympias, Alexander was groomed for greatness from a young age. His education
was overseen by the philosopher Aristotle, who instilled in him a love for Greek culture, science,
and philosophy. Aristotle’s teachings emphasized the superiority of Greek civilization and the
importance of spreading its ideals.

Alexander’s early exposure to Greek mythology and epic tales, such as Homer’s "lliad," fueled
his desire for heroism and conquest. He envisioned himself as a modern-day Achilles, destined
to achieve glory through military prowess. This vision was further reinforced by his mother,
Olympias, who encouraged his belief in his divine ancestry, claiming descent from Zeus himself.

This blend of philosophical education, heroic aspiration, and divine destiny laid the groundwork
for Alexander’s ambition to create a vast empire. However, his vision of empire was not solely
based on conquest. Alexander believed in the idea of a cosmopolitan world where Greek and
non-Greek cultures could coexist and enrich each other. This ideal, however, often clashed with
the realities of his military campaigns and the resistance he encountered.

Section 3: The Invasion of Persia

Alexander's campaign against Persia began in earnest in 334 BCE with the crossing of the
Hellespont (modern-day Dardanelles). His army, composed of Macedonian and Greek soldiers,
faced the vast and diverse forces of the Persian Empire. The initial clash at the Battle of
Granicus was a decisive victory for Alexander, showcasing his tactical brilliance and the
effectiveness of his phalanx formations.

The subsequent battles of Issus and Gaugamela further solidified Alexander's reputation as an
invincible commander. At Issus, he faced Darius IIl himself, who fled the battlefield, leaving his
family and treasures behind. This victory not only demoralized the Persian forces but also
provided Alexander with immense wealth and resources.

The Battle of Gaugamela in 331 BCE was the turning point in Alexander's campaign. Despite
being vastly outhumbered, Alexander’s strategic use of terrain and his ability to exploit
weaknesses in the Persian lines led to a crushing defeat for Darius Ill. Following this victory,
Alexander declared himself the king of Asia and continued his advance into the heart of the
Persian Empire.

The Fall of Persepolis

The capture and subsequent destruction of Persepolis in 330 BCE marked a symbolic and literal
end to the Achaemenid dynasty. Persepolis, with its grand palaces, extensive libraries, and
sacred temples, was the ceremonial capital of Persia. Its destruction was an act of retribution,
allegedly in response to the Persian burning of Athens during the Greco-Persian Wars.



Accounts of the sacking describe Alexander's troops looting the city’s vast treasures and setting
fire to its monumental structures. The destruction of Persepolis was not just a military act but a
calculated move to erase Persian cultural and religious identity. The loss of the royal archives
and religious texts was a significant blow to Zoroastrianism, disrupting the transmission of
knowledge and religious practices.

This act of devastation earned Alexander the epithet "the Accursed" among Persians, who saw
him not as a liberator but as a barbaric destroyer of their civilization. The memory of Persepolis’
destruction lingered long after Alexander’s death, shaping Persian views of his legacy for
centuries.

Section 4: Zoroastrianism Under Greek Rule

In the aftermath of Alexander’s conquests, the Persian Empire was divided among his generals,
leading to the establishment of Hellenistic states. The Seleucid Empire, founded by Seleucus |
Nicator, encompassed much of the former Achaemenid territory. Under Greek rule,
Zoroastrianism faced significant challenges as the new rulers promoted Hellenistic culture and
religious practices.

Zoroastrian temples and fire altars were often repurposed for Greek religious ceremonies, and
the construction of new temples dedicated to Greek gods became common. Despite these
pressures, Zoroastrianism persisted among the Persian populace, maintaining its core beliefs
and practices. The resilience of Zoroastrian communities during this period is a testament to the
deep-rooted nature of their faith.

Greek sources from this period provide glimpses into the interactions between Greek and
Zoroastrian religious practices. The Greek fascination with Zoroastrianism is evident in the
works of philosophers and historians, who often depicted the Magi as wise men possessing
arcane knowledge. These depictions contributed to the Western mythos of the "Magi," which
later influenced Christian traditions, including the story of the Magi visiting the newborn Jesus.

Section 5: The Legacy of Alexander's Conquests

Alexander's death in 323 BCE marked the end of his short-lived empire, but his legacy
continued to shape the ancient world. The Hellenistic period that followed saw the fusion of
Greek and Eastern cultures, leading to significant developments in art, science, and philosophy.
However, this cultural synthesis came at the cost of suppressing and marginalizing native
traditions.

For the Persian people, Alexander's legacy was one of loss and transformation. The destruction
of Persepolis and the disruption of Zoroastrian religious practices were traumatic events that left
an indelible mark on their collective memory. The epithet "the Accursed" reflects the
deep-seated resentment and sorrow that Alexander's actions provoked.

Despite these challenges, Zoroastrianism endured and adapted. The religion’s emphasis on
moral dualism and the eternal struggle between good and evil provided a framework for



understanding and resisting foreign domination. The resilience of Zoroastrian communities
during the Hellenistic period laid the groundwork for the eventual revival of Persian culture and
identity under subsequent dynasties.




Chapter 2: The Early Life of
Alexander

Section 1: Alexander’s Birth and Ancestry

Alexander Il of Macedon, later known as Alexander the Great and by some as Alexander the
Accursed, was born in 356 BCE in the ancient city of Pella, the capital of Macedon. His father,
King Philip I, was a formidable military leader who transformed Macedon into a powerful
kingdom, while his mother, Queen Olympias, was a woman of strong will and intense religious
devotion. She claimed descent from the Greek god Zeus, instilling in Alexander a belief in his
divine heritage.

Alexander’s lineage was a blend of Greek and local influences, with his father tracing his
ancestry to Heracles and his mother claiming a lineage connected to Achilles. This noble
heritage imbued Alexander with a sense of destiny and exceptionalism from a young age,
shaping his aspirations and sense of identity.

Section 2: Education Under Aristotle

At the age of 13, Alexander’s education was entrusted to the philosopher Aristotle, one of the
greatest minds of the time. Aristotle’s tutelage profoundly influenced Alexander’s intellectual
development, exposing him to a wide array of subjects, including philosophy, science, medicine,
and literature. Aristotle instilled in Alexander a deep appreciation for Greek culture and the idea
of spreading Hellenistic ideals.

Aristotle's teachings emphasized the superiority of Greek civilization and the importance of
rational thought, ethics, and governance. Alexander was taught to view himself as a future
leader who would spread Greek enlightenment across the known world. This education also
fostered Alexander’s interest in geography and exploration, preparing him for his future
campaigns.

Despite the breadth of his education, Alexander’s relationship with Aristotle was complex. While
he respected his mentor, Alexander also sought to carve his own path, often diverging from
Aristotle’s more conservative views. This independence of thought would later manifest in
Alexander’s innovative military strategies and his approach to governance.

Section 3: The Influence of Mythology and Heroic Tales

Alexander’s early life was steeped in the epic tales of Greek mythology and heroism. He was
particularly inspired by Homer’s "lliad," which depicted the adventures of Achilles and other
Greek heroes during the Trojan War. Alexander’s mother, Olympias, nurtured his fascination
with these stories, reinforcing his belief in his own heroic destiny.



Olympias also encouraged Alexander’s belief in his divine ancestry, often telling him that he was
the son of Zeus. This belief in his semi-divine status contributed to Alexander’s sense of
invincibility and his relentless pursuit of glory. It also shaped his leadership style, as he sought to
emulate the great heroes of myth in his own conquests.

The combination of Aristotle’s rational teachings and the fantastical elements of Greek
mythology created a unique blend in Alexander’s character. He possessed a pragmatic
approach to warfare and governance, tempered by a grand vision of himself as a hero destined
to achieve greatness.

Section 4: Early Military Experiences

Alexander’s first taste of military command came at the age of 16, when his father left him in
charge of Macedon while he went on campaign. During this time, Alexander successfully
quashed a rebellion by the Maedi, a Thracian tribe, and founded the city of Alexandropolis in
their territory. This early victory demonstrated his potential as a military leader and earned him
his father’s approval.

At the age of 18, Alexander played a crucial role in the Battle of Chaeronea (338 BCE), where
Philip’s army defeated the combined forces of several Greek city-states, including Athens and
Thebes. Alexander led the left wing of the Macedonian army, demonstrating tactical brilliance
and courage. This victory cemented Philip’s control over Greece and set the stage for his
planned invasion of the Persian Empire.

Alexander’s relationship with his father was marked by both admiration and rivalry. Philip’s
numerous military successes and political ambitions created a high bar for Alexander to
surpass. However, the father-son relationship was strained by Philip’s polygamous marriages
and the internal power struggles within the Macedonian court.

Section 5: Ascension to the Throne

In 336 BCE, Philip Il was assassinated under mysterious circumstances during the wedding of
his daughter Cleopatra. The assassination was likely the result of a conspiracy, though the exact
motives and perpetrators remain unclear. Following Philip’s death, Alexander ascended to the
throne, swiftly consolidating his power by eliminating potential rivals and securing the loyalty of
the Macedonian army.

One of Alexander’s first acts as king was to quell a rebellion in the northern territories, where
several tribes sought to exploit the instability following Philip’s death. His decisive actions and
military prowess in these early campaigns demonstrated his capability to lead and maintain
control over Macedon.

Alexander also sought to solidify his rule through strategic alliances and marriages. He
continued his father’s policy of incorporating Greek city-states into his empire through a
combination of diplomacy and force. By presenting himself as a liberator rather than a



conqueror, Alexander aimed to unite the Greek world under his leadership in preparation for the
grand campaign against Persia.

Section 6: The Influence of Zoroastrian Magi

As Alexander prepared for his Persian campaign, he encountered Zoroastrianism and the Magi,
the priests who served as custodians of this ancient faith. The Magi were known for their
wisdom and their role in maintaining the sacred fire, a central element of Zoroastrian worship.
Their influence extended beyond religious rituals to encompass knowledge of astronomy,
medicine, and philosophy.

Alexander’s interactions with the Magi and other Persian intellectuals provided him with insights
into the rich cultural and spiritual heritage of the Persian Empire. These encounters broadened
his understanding of the world and informed his vision of a cosmopolitan empire where Greek
and Persian cultures could coexist and flourish.

However, Alexander’s desire to integrate Persian customs with Greek ideals was met with
resistance from both his Macedonian soldiers and the Persian populace. The Magi, while
recognizing Alexander’s intellectual curiosity, also viewed his conquests as a threat to their
traditions and religious practices.

Setting the Stage for Confrontation

As Alexander embarked on his campaign against Persia, the stage was set for a confrontation
that would reshape the ancient world. His early life, shaped by the teachings of Aristotle, the
heroism of Greek mythology, and the influence of the Magi, equipped him with the knowledge
and ambition to pursue his grand vision. However, this vision would also bring destruction and
upheaval to the lands he sought to conquer.



Chapter 3: The Persian
Campaign

Section 1: The Invasion Begins

In 334 BCE, Alexander crossed the Hellespont with an army of Macedonian and Greek soldiers,
marking the beginning of his campaign against the Persian Empire. His first major engagement
was the Battle of the Granicus River, where he secured a decisive victory against the Persian
satraps. This battle set the tone for Alexander’s campaign, showcasing his bold tactics and the
discipline of his troops.

The Persian Empire, under the rule of Darius Ill, was vast and diverse, encompassing various
cultures, languages, and religions. The Zoroastrian Magi, who held significant influence in the
empire, watched with growing concern as Alexander advanced. They feared the potential loss of
their cultural heritage and religious traditions if the Persians were defeated.

Section 2: The Siege of Tyre

One of the most notable episodes in Alexander’s campaign was the Siege of Tyre in 332 BCE.
Tyre was a strategically important and heavily fortified island city. Alexander’s determination to
conquer it demonstrated his relentless pursuit of dominance. After a prolonged and brutal siege,
Tyre fell to Alexander, further cementing his reputation as an unstoppable military leader.

The fall of Tyre also had significant religious implications. The city was a center of worship for
Melgart, a deity associated with the Phoenician pantheon. Alexander’s conquest of such a
culturally and religiously significant city was seen as a demonstration of his intent to dominate
not just politically but also spiritually.

Section 3: The Battle of Gaugamela

The decisive Battle of Gaugamela in 331 BCE marked the beginning of the end for the Persian
Empire. Despite being outnumbered, Alexander’s tactical brilliance led to a resounding victory
over Darius Ill. This battle effectively opened the heart of the Persian Empire to Alexander,
allowing him to capture key cities, including Babylon and Susa.

Darius fled, leaving his empire vulnerable. Alexander’s triumph at Gaugamela was a turning
point, demonstrating his ability to challenge and overcome the world’s largest empire. The Magi,
who had long supported the Persian monarchy, found themselves in a precarious position as
their world rapidly changed.

Section 4: The Fall of Persepolis



In early 330 BCE, Alexander reached Persepolis, the ceremonial capital of the Persian Empire
and the heart of Zoroastrian culture. The city was known for its grand palaces, intricate reliefs,
and immense wealth. Persepolis symbolized the glory and sophistication of the Persian Empire.

Alexander’s entry into Persepolis was initially marked by respect for its cultural significance.
However, the mood shifted, and his soldiers, motivated by the promise of immense riches,
looted and burned the city. This destruction was a catastrophic blow to the Persian cultural and
religious heritage. The burning of Persepolis was not just the loss of a city but also a profound
attack on Zoroastrianism, as it housed many sacred texts and treasures.

Section 5: The Impact on Zoroastrianism

The fall of Persepolis had far-reaching consequences for Zoroastrianism. The Magi, who were

the guardians of Zoroastrian knowledge and practices, faced an existential threat. Many sacred
texts were lost in the fire, and the religious infrastructure that had supported Zoroastrianism for
centuries was devastated.

Despite this, the Magi sought to preserve their traditions and teachings. They fled to more
remote regions of the empire, taking with them what remained of their sacred texts and
knowledge. The diaspora of the Magi ensured the survival of Zoroastrianism, though it would
never again hold the same prominence as it did before Alexander’s conquest.

Section 6: Alexander’s Vision of Integration

Alexander’s vision extended beyond mere conquest. He sought to integrate Greek and Persian
cultures, believing that a fusion of the two would create a stronger, more enlightened society. He
adopted Persian customs, married Persian nobility, and encouraged his soldiers to do the same.
This policy of cultural integration, however, was met with resistance from both Greeks and
Persians.

The Magi, while recognizing Alexander’s efforts to integrate Persian culture, remained wary of
his true intentions. They saw him as an outsider who could never fully grasp or respect the
depth of Zoroastrian traditions. Alexander’s attempts to blend cultures were viewed with
suspicion and often outright hostility, as many Persians saw their way of life being eroded by
Greek influence.

Section 7: The Long-Term Consequences

Alexander’s conquest of Persia had long-term consequences for the region and its religious
landscape. The destruction of key Zoroastrian sites and texts weakened the religion’s influence,
paving the way for the spread of other religions, including Hellenistic cults and later, Christianity
and Islam. The blending of cultures also led to the Hellenistic period, characterized by a mix of
Greek and Eastern influences.



While Alexander’s empire fragmented after his death, the cultural and religious shifts he initiated
had a lasting impact. Zoroastrianism, though diminished, persisted and evolved, influencing
other religious traditions and maintaining a presence in the region.

Setting the Stage for Future Conflicts

Alexander’s actions set the stage for future conflicts between the remaining Zoroastrians and
the emerging religious and political powers. His attempts to create a cosmopolitan empire were
ultimately short-lived, but they left a complex legacy that shaped the religious and cultural
dynamics of the region for centuries to come.

In the next chapters, we will explore the aftermath of Alexander’s conquests, the resilience of
the Zoroastrian community, and the continued evolution of their traditions in the face of
adversity. Through the lens of historical events and Zoroastrian perspectives, we will examine
how the Magi and their followers navigated the challenges posed by Alexander the Accursed
and his successors.



